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AGENDA

1850 to the Great War

• Revolutions and the Challenge 
to Old Orders

• Empires, Industry, and Global 
Competition

• The Crisis of Modernity
• The Great War and the 

Collapse of Old Orders

After Break:  Discuss
1.  The Future of World order and 

Trump’s Attempt to End the War in 
Ukraine.

2. Historical Foundations of Political 
Systems and Their Global Impact

3. The Evolving Balance Between State 
Power and Individual Freedom

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2.12-Discussion-Questions.pdf


REVOLUTIONS OF 
1848
• The spark: France leads the way

• The Fire spreads across Europe
• Germany & Austria

• Hungary & Italy

• Prussia

• Revolutionary Ideas

• Liberalism

• Nationalism

• Socialism (e.g. Marx & Engels)

• The Counter-Revolution

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/01-The-Revolutions-of-1848.pdf


THE CRIMEAN WAR (1853-1856)
• The “Eastern Question” (Christians in Holy Land)

• Russia demanded protection for Orthodox Christians
• France for Catholics
• Otttomans refused Russian demands, so Russia invaded 

Moldavia and Wallachia – Ottoman territories
• Britain and France declared war on Russia in 1854

• Harbinger of future wars
• Charge of the Light Brigade
• Siege of Sevastopol
• Railways and Telegraphs

• Mary Seacole & Florence Nightingale modernize nursing.

• Treaty of Paris (1856)
• Russia withdraws from Crimea & demilitarizes Black Sea

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/02-The-Crimean-War.pdf


UNIFICATION OF 
ITALY AND GERMANY
• The Age of Nationalism

• Unification of Italy (1859 – 1870)
• Cavour and politics of unification
• Garibaldi and the sword of Italy
• Rome and final unification

• Unification of Germany (1864 – 1871)
• Bismark and Realpolitik
• War against Denmark (1864)
• Austro-Prussian War (1866)
• Franco-Prussian War (1870 -1871)

• Nationalism & Militarised Nation-States

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/03-The-Unification-of-Italy-and-Germany.pdf


THE SCRAMBLE FOR 
AFRICA

• The Berlin Conference (1884—1885)
• Convened by Bismark

• Recognised European claims

• Free Trade in Congo and Niger basins

• Commitment to suppress slave trade.

• Key Figures
• King Leopold II of Belgium

• Cecil Rhodes

• Ideological Justification
• Social Darwinism

• Civilising Mission

• Economic Exploitation

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/04-The-Scramble-for-Africa.pdf


THE AMERICAN CIVIL 
WAR (1861—1865)

• A Battle over Slavery and State Power

• Key Figures
• Abraham Lincoln

• Frederick Douglas

• Democracy under Stress
• Lincoln positioned war as fight for 

democracy

• Industrialisation of War
• Railroads and Telegraphs

• Rifles and Ironclads

• Total War Strategy

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/05-The-American-Civil-War.pdf


THE SEPOY MUTINY 
(1857)

• Caused by:

• Military Grievances

• Economic exploitation

• Political discontent

• Cultural & Religious Insensitivity

• British Retaliation

• Brutal suppression

• East India Company dissolved

• Queen Victoria declared Empress of India

• Dispersed illusion of ‘Benevolent Imperialism’

• Set the stage for future anti-colonialist 
activities.

z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/06-The-Indian-Rebellion-of-1857.pdf


JAPAN’S MEIJI 
RESTORATION (1868)
• Emperor Meiji Restored to power

• Ends 200 years of feudal shogunate

• Key reforms:
• Abolish samurai class & create 

conscripted military

•  Introduce constitutional 
government

• Rapid industrialization
• Education reformed along Western 

lines.

• Key ideas
• Can non-Western nations succeed 

without colonization?
• The emergence of Asian powerz

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/07-Japans-Meiji-Restoration.pdf


QUESTIONS AND BUZZ GROUPS



THE DREYFUS AFFAIR 
(1894)
• Captain Alfred Dreyfus falsely accused of 

spying.
• Found guilty of treason
• Publicly shamed
• Life Imprisonment on Devil’s Island

• New evidence pointed to Major Ferdinand 
Esterhazy

• Authorities tried to hush it up
• Georges Picquart dug up evidence
• Emile Zola published J’Accuse

• Nationalism vs Individual Rights
• Institutional anti-semetism

• Case re-opened in 1899, 
• Dreyfus pardoned in 1906

z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/08-The-Dreyfus-Affair.pdf


THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION OF 1905

• Protests and strikes against Tsar 
Nicolas II
• Economic hardship
• Political grievances
• Defeat in Russo-Japanese War

• January 22, 1905: “Bloody 
Sunday”
• Government forces shot on large 

crowd in St Petersburg, killing 
hundreds

• October Manifesto introduced 
the Duma – first Russian 
parliament

• Gave impetus to Communist ideas

z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/09-The-Russian-Revolution-of-1905.pdf


THE BOER WAR 
(1899—1902)

• Boer offensives against British advances 
(1899-1900)
• British counter-offensive Feb. to Sept 1900

• Guerrilla warfare to May 1902

• People
• Winston Churchill – War Correspondent

• Paul Kruger – Resistance Leader

• Empire, Resistance, and Atrocity
• ‘The West’ as both conqueror and victim

• Concentration camps used by British.
z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/10-The-Boer-War.pdf


WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE 
(1890S—1910S)

• Britain: The Pankhurst Legacy

• Emeline & her daughters, Christabel & 
Sylvia

• Women’s Social and Political Union 
(WSPU) – founded 1903

• Success in 1918 (Women > 30)

• Full voting rights 1928

• USA: The Leadership of Susan B Anthony

• National Women Suffrage Association 
(NWSA) – founded in 1869

• Anthony arrested in 1872 for voting 
illegally (pictured right)

• 19th Amendment ratified in 1920

z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/11-Womens-Suffrage.pdf


CULTURAL 
MODERNISM

• Radical Shifts
• Art: abstraction & experimentation
• Music: Stravinsky, Schoenberg etc.
• Science: Clockwork → Relativity
• Psychology: Subconscious forces

• Intellectual Pioneers
• Albert Einstein (1879 – 1955)
• Sigmund Freud (1856 – 1939)
• Pablo Picasso (1881 – 1973)

• Ideas
• Question everything
• Time, Space, & Identity not fixed
• Reality is Shifting. z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/12-Cultural-Modernism.pdf


ASSASSINATION 
OF ARCHDUKE 

FERDINAND
• June 28th, 1914

• Gavrilo Princip assassinated 
Archduke Ferdinand

• Key Ideas
• Nationalism

• Alliances

• Fragility of Peace

• Small spark, global conflagration

z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/13-The-Assassination-of-Archduke-Franz-Ferdinand.pdf


INDUSTRIAL 
WARFARE

• The First Industrial War
• Mass Mobilization
• Trench Warfare
• Chemical Weapons
• Tanks & Armoured Warfare
• Air Warfare & Zeppelin Raids

• People
• Field Marshall Douglas Haig (1861-

1928)
• Victory at Any Cost

• Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924)
• Make the world safe for 

democracy

• War as Mass Destruction 
z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/14-The-First-Industrial-War.pdf


THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION: 1917
• February 1917

• Mass protests in Petrograd force 
Tsar Nicolas II to abdicate

• By October 1917
• Bolsheviks led by Lenin take 

power

• The Revolution’s Leaders
• Vladimir Lenin: Charismatic 

leader.
• Consolidated control
• Withdrew Russia from WW1

• Leon Trotsky: Strategist & Orator
• Planned Bolshevik coup

• Founded & led the Red Army to 
Victory vs White Russians

z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/15-The-Russian-Revolution-of-1917.pdf


COLLAPSE OF 
EMPIRES

• WW1 saw the end of 4 Empires
• German
• Austro-Hungarian
• Ottoman
• Russian

• Picking up the pieces
• Woodrow Wilson

• His 1918 Fourteen Points 
underpinned new world order

• Influenced League of Nations

• Mustafa Kemal Atatürk
• Led Turkish War of 

Independence
• Established secular republic of 

Turkey

z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/16-The-Collapse-of-Empires.pdf


THE MIDDLE EAST:  FROM 
GALLIPOLI (1916) TO GAZA (2025)

• WW1 Events
• Gallipoli Campaign (1915-1916)
• The Arab Revolt (1916-1918)
• The Sinai & Palestine Campaign (1916-1918)
• The Mesopotamian Campaign (1914 – 1918)
• The Armistice of Mudros (October 1918)

• The Post-War Carve-Up
• Sykes-Picot Agreement (1916)

• Divided Ottoman Empire between British & French 
‘spheres of influence’

• Balfour Declaration 
• Committed Britain to a Jewish homeland in 

Palestine

• Direct contradiction of promises made to Arab 
leaders.

z.

z.

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/17-The-Fall-of-the-Ottoman-Empire-in-World-War-I-and-Its-Lasting-Consequences-for-the-Middle-East.pdf


TREATY OF 
VERSAILLES (1919)
• Harsh Penalties on Germany

• Territorial losses

• Military Restrictions

• Reparations

• War Guilt Clause

• Key Architects
• David Lloyd-George

• Georges Clemenceau

• Woodrow Wilson

• Consequences
• Seeds of Future Conflictz

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/18-The-Treaty-of-Versailles.pdf


CHINA’S “CENTURY OF 
HUMILIATION”  (1839—1949)

• The opium wars and unequal treaties (1839 – 
1860)

• Internal struggles and weakening of Qing 
Dynasty

• Boxer Rebellion & Foreign Occupation (1899-
1901)

• Fall of Qing & Birth of Republic (1911-1912)

• WW1 and the Fourth May Movement (1914-
1919)

• Japanese Invasion & Civil War (1931-1949)
z

z

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/19-China.pdf


QUESTIONS AND BUZZ GROUPS



REFRESHMENT 
BREAK



DISCUSSION
Three questions raised by today’s 
discussions:

1.   The Future of World order and 
Trump’s Attempt to End the War in 
Ukraine.

2. Historical Foundations of Political 
Systems and Their Global Impact

3. The Evolving Balance Between State 
Power and Individual Freedom

Please appoint a spokesperson.  The last 
15 minutes of the session will be 
dedicated to hearing from groups.

https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2.12-Discussion-Questions.pdf


USEFUL SOURCES
A person in a headdress with a blue 
background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with red flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A person wearing a purple hat

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with soldiers in uniform

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with a picture of soldiers on 
horseback

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover of a historical war

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover of a city

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with a picture of a battle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with a picture of a soldier

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with text and a hat

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Britain-Arab-Middle-East-Aftermath-ebook/dp/B07PCH5KQK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1A5D74O7RX1DV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.U93iF1YhzngeOk5nv78q55sQDA1c6HLdb0bEVia3grvG8kIHwnhHHd2IKNjguKrPiK3n2yCd641rk1wUZCtzss0eSk_lXbTSrO-OOtGSylBVNg6qkeZ9sGLnmyKv362yzPy9a7HiPQFbRahGgxWKR2-3sYfb-c5Ec1F5fyPkV8A0kvAY03kdCeS8oXvykxF2LvKKi5zDr-WAFf7MEmCYGeZnpMNbXOcBhbUd4MT7rqvTPrqpT9JHEp7-Leh--q2c8dFcD1tCX-A8nKuj_6yT0A.FvVE5TCKJDsyPaUHbjGkRqvIRiwuJYKTf9P2ZKwvlLc&dib_tag=se&keywords=britain+and+the+arab+middle+east&qid=1741437074&s=digital-text&sprefix=britain+and+the+arab+middle+east%2Cdigital-text%2C102&sr=1-1&asin=B07PCH5KQK&revisionId=ef9979b5&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/First-World-War-Complete-History-ebook/dp/B07H18BPHC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1A4L3KGZU3FS0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HcC5ZwrAYWIdpwBEO9xNRhTo4DHPQQJo1bPEwunFc8SPwRg-KBkVhBkd-ci0WIYD8cSxXR_EkypCMcMEA2RYtpnmL8CHXcdAV4K8GC7NaOh3-D2y3kR1SkyzLTOeoDG-2AjH-LSSQgc_Dtt0fYZd6Fd6KGWN7SPWLNEz9htGdEpAfoIqTZWoHPdyyIVU-izmc_3gWbyCOMSoBoa_h7TZ1Es6NdfvZW0xi2KWsKYeETU.K0Xl4Q1GrGmZLO1hTzCAwLiwEJSdRywprgIBoNLjdFY&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+first+world+war&qid=1741437267&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+first+world+war%2Cdigital-text%2C148&sr=1-1&asin=B07H18BPHC&revisionId=d027b120&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Suffragettes-Fight-Votes-Joyce-Marlow-ebook/dp/B01063XPSO/ref=sr_1_6?crid=2LX9STINSJO1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SMsvtUlJtcZsySccQQHA7EUCdu96D-nbTL2fiwKwHr0P-Yk51F2PvVk7E6qLQbSSKBQnpegxpwXN1BTaL5_orCP4x146tmfnEDqZsAcyPRyq3PosoZ3sMKPqYmmdVfqItrmZ0GCoresZg5U3CF3qWXyRi9oLkT8rpLb-EjtRKQxjRxSo5rOZg2CfaBE2JKL_DuUXfXL0qu5R06rtmnqqoV_HozBwLv3pJt5nMwJPSI4.uyR9Wco8TlNi37jDLiY0tI52UUvBIMZNJyy61ISXBnM&dib_tag=se&keywords=suffragettes&qid=1741436469&s=digital-text&sprefix=suffragettes%2Cdigital-text%2C143&sr=1-6&asin=B01063XPSO&revisionId=fdd614ff&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Great-Boer-War-Byron-Farwell-ebook/dp/B00GS8A3T6/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZOO1OY67VVJ0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TFrFs6Hj3p_guWT0x7nvPNwZMYHvPkEHy_B2r_ujCtTZEqRC5uydwEgloVcXVeYwph8UL7yJIgVqyvFczLWgNrbAiuxZ793mXcxHU2MfybMyBDT4CpbXECFE2uOUoEU28wD8ag4bbTIaH598sofEEdNmTH_6DqSq75j8hhCdJ6tbX8mx1N4DuiEmORMArmQi4Rd5NBQYCnd9dnTxe95W5Glq_FagOwhw6SmQDePb0yk.RQvO3BsXXP_IR-IwFqsYJb-xXpMSUtiqP2fh5nHIUvE&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+great+boer+war&qid=1741436980&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+great+boer+war%2Cdigital-text%2C89&sr=1-1&asin=B00GS8A3T6&revisionId=c6003cac&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Indian-Mutiny-1857-Saul-David-ebook/dp/B002RI9KKO/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21LYVEAU6Z3T7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.7tCPiXNlCocjaf5RxkNm-P1ZegEtzP7I08Hr3OIl1AY21MaPbfPkr9ABDP4CRg3oki3oVMTT92QMkvVdAp4Ii8USGUuQDripxoIM6Iia9QAjlnRExYJH1YfRgpppyaU77jci7NY8nHOTGT8N7Nkc9vxevCp2QpseJUnTdx4vRDbh3t9AS1Zvkgh7YxEKylZKfBKXtw8rvDkuPd1LQz7zUZVNuKmiF7BAITgM7Via5GQ.JWx7uHIqsIr4QQhhvWPROKUcjUBhpmD3fWx4V7VjwDE&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+indian+mutiny&qid=1741436598&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+indian+mutiny%2Cdigital-text%2C125&sr=1-1&asin=B002RI9KKO&revisionId=cff8d402&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/U-S-Civil-War-Introduction-Introductions-ebook/dp/B08JZCHW4D/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Y181A4HT2ZE9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jmW1dwU32BySuBe-zRjo6CmqZc49RKAIDM1BaCRjLgpr2qd769ygw00bV1mFct84w7akrvyQL8dnHD7i1VNDJkn3mGszWNhd2-rqBmXzm2e5Y-hPu-80zUb5jqf4vt9obrOyeQiwqk6ONc9YWJGXoUC-_cetkQ7XKF30NHMG8comCL28aZZEcdxRfmERNcToPj7sI173w3hyVTeAbkVNj_sYZnNzFCtlZs6l0ttc8TQ.idCB_VykVxvuWIPU4q4-f8UFezwCEpJBfSdygQOrj7Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+u+s+civil+war&qid=1741436343&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+u+s+civil+war%2Cdigital-text%2C84&sr=1-1&asin=B08JZCHW4D&revisionId=f4255bc3&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revolutions-1848-History-Massive-Uprisings-ebook/dp/B08YWWYLNF/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3MAQCOVG8ROHJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.GqOUIDqofd1kR79CjoYIpOEMW9MSyKYwyQGkBVo9nb7qJWuywn3aFT9ulshtJJr6vlyEBk2xGxTpk6krmMTavj9buiaOVCVWqzo7lQDy0Wo-J2kcI_4-H0BQ0G4xzOd_F5-dlUx_D4XHSjEvbfSzVY0I8xoDSIKyeygPGKKnMylU9Qmhq4dmPW4nNJnzLGbatdEaZQbttcjV1FggoKoLk-Nw9dKCKUlIRVCTcAOAEfo.qfhPWJP8cOQZQnVyHCBNFvO0h1fLvoTa2T1FAiahgvo&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+revolution+of+1848&qid=1741435729&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+revolution+of+1848%2Cdigital-text%2C146&sr=1-3&asin=B08YWWYLNF&revisionId=ae22cd98&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revolutionary-Spring-Fighting-World-1848-1849-ebook/dp/B0B5K4BM29/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MAQCOVG8ROHJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.GqOUIDqofd1kR79CjoYIpOEMW9MSyKYwyQGkBVo9nb7qJWuywn3aFT9ulshtJJr6vlyEBk2xGxTpk6krmMTavj9buiaOVCVWqzo7lQDy0Wo-J2kcI_4-H0BQ0G4xzOd_F5-dlUx_D4XHSjEvbfSzVY0I8xoDSIKyeygPGKKnMylU9Qmhq4dmPW4nNJnzLGbatdEaZQbttcjV1FggoKoLk-Nw9dKCKUlIRVCTcAOAEfo.qfhPWJP8cOQZQnVyHCBNFvO0h1fLvoTa2T1FAiahgvo&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+revolution+of+1848&qid=1741435911&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+revolution+of+1848%2Cdigital-text%2C146&sr=1-1&asin=B0B5K4BM29&revisionId=d214289b&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Banner-Battle-Story-Crimean-War-ebook/dp/B0127M77CW/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WPWT4S6WKLIX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.OG4QHPM2W0V0CMRh2KPoR2AbeM9pn_Cr6jbrlAq6O4f9aWk0UNKapIaHqD2QiLYw2xPqYQfPIgBRftemZQJlnKHV2uj2tm1V4p5S0QiYFYqZ2WsK6I2644rb6rpHavuir90MqHOUwkrgqO0YQHcJZwUxeHK_ZGn6t3EbuHA9XfSMZWZe2U1ODp3nXu26bpWEFsBNEufSfsuo-uvk0q3qrB0Ef4b2tDBTRJxiFv9dHDU45v0b5JMRYYOLUIbRgA6H.IfxUIDhiQwD8X7u2Ch8aXbzRVnm-nwph9k2H48a5_Dc&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+banner+of+battle&qid=1741436063&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+banner+of+battle%2Cdigital-text%2C116&sr=1-1&asin=B0127M77CW&revisionId=fd9c506f&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Crimea-Orlando-Figes-ebook/dp/B0052RJU2U/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1659MQ93ND3YF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bh7MVygcb-hlYJLbzDZ1QB-9ubuazzCI4WqCkz_caxZFqWbAD7herSX-sKVaDG9m-32lB-F31DmoK5RUV6eSd-XyafpAUA4wgjpMVr4am3saAGEE5TCmFfQqZUeGy9Ij9sqp2ti08ieqC0SuFoWRY1CKZR-B1EAmwNHE1k5SGsUkV_ykS2xArN-6FKnVSEwA7TkSUv79TW4_AF2xjX5rVXV222Yg4p84PvhsjJ6sD18.la9y5dShmUDsurQhRy_qG_fnMKi6ecMSL79L1AxgB8g&dib_tag=se&keywords=crimea&qid=1741436189&s=digital-text&sprefix=crimea%2Cdigital-text%2C194&sr=1-1&asin=0141013508&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mud-Blood-Poppycock-Britain-Military-ebook/dp/B00A7ZJRYI/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2MAIEZLYG74PK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.If9PQK3Jo-tzmGTH_aDzq_e32PN8kOQaNmjvGP8cTUO2vv3Pk8ZmbCKOZ56A6WtULfJm73phYE6mNrNIXF2RFw.aYVVwtHBwACiwrtj3ER-43EC3ZSoFt582348ALl1Mzs&dib_tag=se&keywords=mud+blood+and+poppycock&qid=1741437183&s=digital-text&sprefix=mud+blood+and+poppycock%2Cdigital-text%2C151&sr=1-1&asin=B00A7ZJRYI&revisionId=ca4a7dfe&format=3&depth=1


Thank you for your 
attendance.  

Please note there will be 
no group meeting in April.  

Next meeting will be on

Wednesday 
21st May 2025
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