Science, Philosophy
& Spirituality

The World Between 1500
and 1780

15t January 2025



The Creation of Global
Cultures

Growing global trade creates wealth for
rulers.

Islamic World and Asia retain their
distinctiveness.

Americas and Oceania increasingly face
European pressure.

Europe adopts and promotes of
enlightenment ideals & values as
universally applicable

AGENDA

After Break: Discuss

1.

Has the current Western emphasis on
“the individual” gone too far, in the light
of e.g. today’s “me” culture?

To what extent is the Enlightenment’s
ideal of “progress” in need of
adaptation?

European Jesuits held very interesting
discussions with American Indigenous
leaders about whether or not European
ideals of “freedom” make people
genuinely free. What do you think?



A QUESTION TO
KEEP IN MIND

The Enlightenment period is often celebrated for
its ideals of reason, progress, and universal
human rights. But was this truly the unifying force
of the early modern world?

Instead, consider this: could the true glue that
bound humanity during this transformative era
have been something far more pragmatic—
commerce, catalysed by a shared belief in the
value of money?

As we explore the cultural history of this time,
reflect on this dynamic: the ideals humanity
celebrates versus the mechanisms it depends
upon to survive and thrive.



Well-established Sea Lanes
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OTTOMAN EMPIRE

* Diversity:
e Mystical Sufis
* Ulama (Islamic scholars),
* Military elites.

e Cultural acievements:
* Architecture
* Literature & Arts
* Administrative innovation

* |stanbul as cultural hub:
» Strategic location
* Religious and artistic life
* Intellectual activity


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Cultural-Diversity-in-the-Ottoman-Empire.pdf

SAFAVID EMPIRE

Triumph of Shiism

Shiism as State Religion
Religious transformation
Conflict & identity

Isfahan:

Architecture
Gardens
Persian art

Role of Persian traditions in
shaping regional identity


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/The-Safavid-Empire.pdf

MUGHAL INDIA

* Integration of art and learning in court
culture

e Fusion of Artistic traditions
* Centres of learning
* Literature and historiography

* Welcoming non-Muslim contributions
* Religious tolerance
e Multicultural governance
e Synthesis in culture & society

* Key figures:
* Akbar the Great
e Jahangir and Shah Jahan
* Taj Mahal: an icon of Mughal Art.


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/The-Mughal-Empire-and-Its-Cultural-Legacy.pdf
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CHINA'S CULTURAL
FLOURISHING

Broad circulation of traditional Confucian
ideas
. Confucian revival

« Imperial examination system
« Influence on society

Achievements in mapmaking and
publishing
. Detailed maps

. Publishing boom
. Literary achievements

The role of the Ming dynasty in maintaining
cultural continuity

. Restoration of Chinese rule
. Supporr for Arts and Scholarhsip
. International engagement


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Cultural-Achievements-and-Continuity-in-Ming-China.pdf

JAPAN

» Kyoto’s Elite Cultural Practices
* Theatre and Performing Arts
* Painting and Visual Arts
* Tea Ceremonies

e Samurai and Shogunate
e Samurai as Patrons of the Arts
 Cultural stability under the Shogunate
 Cultural Practices as Social Identity

* |solationism reinforces Japanese
identity

» Sakoku policy restricts foreign access
* Cultural purity and development
* Resilience of Japanese identity


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Cultural-Flourishing-in-Japan.pdf

AFRICAN
WEALTH & ART

* Wealth & power from
trading slaves
* Asante
* Oyo
* Benin

* Royal Art and its
celebration of power

* Trade with Europe and
the Americas influencing
local cultures



AFRICAN
WEALTH & ART

* Wealth & power from
trading slaves

* Asante

* Oyo

* Benin


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/African-Wealth-and-Art.pdf

AFRICAN
WEALTH & ART

* Royal Art and its
celebration of power

* Trade with Europe and
the Americas influencing
local cultures



QUESTIONS AND BUZZ GROUPS




WESTERN
EUROPE IN
1750

Black Sea

<Madrid
SPAIN

<Seville
Cadiz


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Autocratic-Rule-and-Its-Contrasts-in-Early-Modern-Governance.pdf

THE ENLIGHTENMENT
IN EUROPE (C. 1637 -
1780)

Faith in reason and human ability
to understand nature

* Major Figures
e René Descartes (1596 -1650)
e John Locke (1632 - 1704)
e Voltaire (1694 — 1778)
 Montesquieu (1689 — 1755)
e Denis Diderot (1713 —1784)
* Emmanuel Kant (1724 —

1804)

* Enlightenment ideals shaping
governance and society


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/The-Enlightenment-in-Europe.pdf

CENTRAL
ENLIGHTENMENT
IDEALS

**Reason over tradition
s*Individual Liberty
**Progress

*¢*Scepticism and Secularism
**Equality and Justice
**Empiricism and Science

s*Democracy and Popular
Sovereignty


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Central-Ideals-of-the-Enlightenment.pdf

THE

ENLIGHTENMENT
IDEAL OF
MNOICINNNY

* Technical and Economic
Progress = a Flourishing
Society

* Francis Bacon (1561-1626) and
Adam Smith (1723-1790)

* Massive improvements in living
standards, but at what cost?



https://insearchofwisdom.online/stories-metaphors-and-myths-rethinking-the-foundations-of-progress/
https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/The-Enlightenment-Ideal-of-Human-Progress.pdf

THE DUTCH
EXAMPLE

e |Intellectual Hub

* Philosophical freedom

* Printing & knowledge
dissemination

e Economic Innovation

 Amsterdam Stock
Exchange (1602)

e Dutch East India Company
* Sophisticated Banking

 Art and Science


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/The-Example-of-Holland.pdf

THE "GLORIOUS
REVOLUTION™

* 1688 — William of Orange
invited to replace James Il on
throne of Great Britain.

* Imported Banking and Financial
innovation to England (B of E
founded in 1694)

 Democracy and Representative
Government.

* BUT unintended consequences
in Scotland and Ireland.


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/The-Glorious-Revolution.pdf

EUROPEAN
EXPANSION INTO
AUSTRALASIA

* Mapping the Pacific

* Captain James Cook’s Voyages (1768 —
1779)

» Scientific exploration

* Preceded by Abel Tasman and
Ferdinand Magellan

e Colonization & its impacts
* Settlement of Australia
* Disruption of Pacific Societies
* Cultural exchange and conflict

* Integration into Global Trade Networks
* Economic significance
* Strategic importance
e Migration and labour


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/European-Expansion-into-Australia-and-the-Pacific.pdf

THE AMERICAS

* Cultural Synthesis

e European influence

* Native American
contribution

e African legacy

* Americas as Microcosm
* Trade and exchange
e Cultural hybridism
e Labour and migration


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/The-Americas-Overview.pdf

NATIVE AMERICAN
INFLUENCES

e Agriculture and Knowledge
e Agricultural Innovation
* Knowledge systems

* Syncretic Art & Religious Practices
* Artistic fusion
* Religious syncretism

* Influence on Democratic Practices
* Indigenous governance systems
e Caucuses and indigenous traditions

* Broader influence e.g. Great Law of
Peace,


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Native-American-Influences.pdf

AFRICAN
CONTRIBUTIONS TO
THE AMERICAS

Role of enslaved Africans in
shaping culture

Labour and skills
Cultural transmission

* Music, Dance, and Religious
Syncretism

Music and dance
Religious syncretism

e Creation of Afro-American
|dentities
e Cultural fusion
* Social movements


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/African-Contributions-to-the-Americas.pdf

EURO-AMERICAN
ENLIGHTENMENT
CULTURE

* Enlightenment ideals

 Democracy and governance
* Social progress

* Hybridization of Traditions

* Cultural blending
* Practical applications

* Revolutionary ldeas

* Political transformations
* Challenges and contradictions


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Euro-American-Enlightenment-Culture.pdf

AMERICAN
ENLIGHTENMENTS

e Caroline Winterer

Plurality of enlightenments
Pursuit of happiness

Cultural synthesis

Material and practical focus
Global and local connections

* Impact on Americas

* Revolutionary thought

* Democratization of
Knowledge

e Moral and ethical dilemmas


https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/American-Enlightenments.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/American-Enlightenments-Pursuing-Happiness-Eighteenth-Century-ebook/dp/B01M0MKX3M/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NXQRU3L3TERC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8GK38BcJv9A7gqZTM9FRUEvE4uNrzablkqUo7e8b8RezSwLqkHqUCkuChJLndVUMSsmeJfUfxsNnq0IHBUb9nU2hH60-Uu77OcCNx8tY4RnMjLwJDwNhMA1PF5EHP5MKXPBJkIcj8UcCRcK6oNTSf1J7-SUCZDrEW6KjeOeN7k-DSlTP_Q7K5qqS37QozN-ytkiESy8QkhucJehPQZvao34EegZccGnnZLfKpnMIVaE.jFAZKOaBUycTtymSI2UtkMWS9fR0dABLUI7KwHIkkMw&dib_tag=se&keywords=american+enlightenment&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1735988696&s=books&sprefix=american+enlightenments%2Cstripbooks%2C91&sr=1-1&asin=B01M0MKX3M&revisionId=b79d25aa&format=1&depth=1



https://insearchofwisdom.online/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Global-Cultures-in-Flux.pdf

QUESTIONS AND BUZZ GROUPS




REFRESHMENT
BREAK




DISCUSSION

Three questions raised by today’s
discussions:

1. Has the current Western emphasis on
“the individual” gone too far, in the
light of e.g. today’s “me” culture?

2. To what extent is the Enlightenment’s
ideal of “progress” in need of
adaptation?

3. European Jesuits held very interesting
discussions with American Indigenous
leaders about whether or not
European ideals of “freedom” make

people genuinely free. What do you
think?

Please appoint a spokesperson. The last 15
minutes of the session will be dedicated to
hearing from groups.



USEFUL SOURCES


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dutch-East-India-Company-Beginning-ebook/dp/B076J7SJSD/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1A7EAP0UVTPK9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.7Yl-biHOwfdvNq8mu1kyodtKQiqp7ICAuKWtPvcGqeWsYaeHRnG4kbty-PEGA6xDX6APRAkJ-jxPijo2-ZB32c3m0O0l3Br_34dJi4cwlehCOwULTuQbl3HuHiINKMr2KzWftc2uYTxwcaXAKt70cl-fuknjeKuXXeUbIDB0iKRdepgYjKbkhjFoee2DesqAszqDBlDjWEXVnqmJ6dT7w-gtt66L9Sz7Z1ZNtsQsltw.dqEiHLDNUE5s--Wc3cep2jmz4-aMz-aB-5YAjGshbAM&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+dutch+east+india+company&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1735988762&sprefix=the+dutch+east+india+company%2Caps%2C99&sr=8-3&asin=B076J7SJSD&revisionId=efdcbeda&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Anarchy-Relentless-Rise-India-Company-ebook/dp/B07VPR8LS1/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.aipQXtXPkyPQxDqV9Vs2BIDL2JzRL3eyRWZXmXz_NnzK9s3uBfW5BUNA27RcVUc3L5ocFh2RJLQQQ5n0_Wg9G98g6NuHbKT_BYwk7NdP3WFAAq7gwys5GxQy3ZG4qcsEZYBFGy6aRtRV-vtNWFdGuwukV3kdYr8yyvjnRHFjh5tLA0yKrBVhumGs3Oo5ZuHsrK1kQWxd4WaXUPCcd19oUEsEKy5IGxPbNa_xd0O0ius.pT8r0tKGy17v30QlvpCz26DKl-Ttg-PQzEKxnsv-r9c&qid=1735988801&sr=8-1&asin=B07VPR8LS1&revisionId=c7a6b03b&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Going-Dutch-England-Plundered-Hollands-ebook/dp/B00HY5GM2O/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.P5nEZHgM73deR9EKQqA-80njowdwyX7OO2c-YGt6sUqfhHmciJm3u3swzt1NHCJQ9ixwz_JbkiS9_pU8SECaZ5ZPC8aQs-tU2NxqYdyG46z91FhvyTb5726g48l5wCcVGavaJw5lR_YO-J4gvwZmilINPKcWIWiSDnNs2hScJZPU7_-wasPSJ55Zpfr73V07f5Qsa2Qho6d2CNpsCzq3l_PjvTGBMn3G3ar3G_5dn0E.ZEDoY-2yX9_ofYxmbSbf8n4yjZ5aw8DIU32G2pxqWoQ&qid=1735989159&sr=8-1&asin=B00HY5GM2O&revisionId=fe15ee1f&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Glorious-Revolution-Britains-Fight-Liberty-ebook/dp/B00B8TBVBO/ref=sr_1_1?crid=GAH8U1U0VO5X&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MCrtc3ZDz25DsVawkJm7fYh40tYAQBocXkqT17jYh0aqlVO9cXENnlLYJIGcsYTMSxQOkXiBwMVtwsuaNVD2eoRGDoxMvUG6wiKK-EGH0cvrEyk-yWTjdoP1o3TFpwH2ASWpEUWKA8kbvObTby-zxEI77AdnEvI7JbdIWAMh03Wnr1Y1LGOX042zNi9uoTNjBU_f13GIzrr5xVW26tfDMGr0u7xkMSW9je1kBg62Wg8.iuO-oaE5WwzC-R9b31f1xtQq2RZZmW9oENz666dX5Ko&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+glorious+revolution&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1735989001&sprefix=the+glorious+revolution%2Caps%2C96&sr=8-1&asin=B00B8TBVBO&revisionId=c4dab406&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Enlightenment-Why-Still-Matters-ebook/dp/B00C0UEH98/ref=sr_1_2?crid=32AW0ARRZBAVI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.d2YiSGB7jarT01kVjovA4zbRi8sAhpkWsSbYuED_kdLjruoRZfh3hgshQfgmdnJb1y-VNag0SuyAMNdSa5oyqA.M-Jyy1-qkmko6cfWqod1pCvlJbo-FG1velEPQzJh35o&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+enlightenment+and+why&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1735989570&sprefix=the+enlightenment+and+why%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-2&asin=B00C0UEH98&revisionId=995b1a9b&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Enlightenment-Pursuit-Happiness-1680-1790-ebook/dp/B084TDZYPM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2L2F7KDP8UJ86&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ziAEIHt_-uunsRGiysPi9phZjn_diMK47YznkK7Sa3HJ4Hgj5Fc4teF6U75X5qX91y-VNag0SuyAMNdSa5oyqA.UvHIaSz4KtZlBuYtEhWY02eboEnCL2A3RboArpxY94c&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+enlightenment+the+pursuit&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1735989673&sprefix=the+enlightenment+the+pursuit%2Caps%2C117&sr=8-1&asin=B084TDZYPM&revisionId=e777856a&format=3&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Enlightenment-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0199591784/ref=sr_1_7?crid=50L55T9FNZBC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yJxhEe2Gg2UGE8jRsjXWduvl8pNDhYPCzbyIQJxqp0JiboncFvaUMNCWdQhvkiaOSukVTpct7rIIGMiZMdkykRwFffk3pROMjsH_6Q2pJtzXLqlIxKSGyWP9LxMR2kj8Wk_I2r-qgYAig06_0przph1fS4LnR1qg3Dn1sC6PpxSlmD2FQ7a8XFMyfHVax0rWZwn5D_2JvrK8G3LRzyOI05C_lw5k2J2qWjLobGoT4Gc.zbwJfaaZmIf6DHFKn4cbOwwyD1SgstIg0YBylW-bX-g&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+enlightenment&qid=1735989214&sprefix=the+enlightenment%2Caps%2C119&sr=8-7&asin=0199591784&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Enlightenment-Britain-Creation-Modern-History/dp/014025028X/ref=sr_1_35?crid=2VQ82LO6Q6XE2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZwozzLTkJhtGL7JZaPw4r-rNAKISXN8NMxguxY46SXj1Q0stZGrWpZhmFn-vSOedu3HPhYipqw2GKteAX8xJFbEjzlnniqALBjFunAws3xBhCQ_0u55pj18IpSMftfuN_OlHt5gpKSsxgmf4gj0JfDATUhcRvrz054tOb09uiBFZx6RHWSJVTNZmDkYc-3yTnLjGlMjvMM3Jdqt_bgc6fqGqNBADFnoUNstN_6TfK28.KMQVRx6yUCdYNJVHcIVAXZ7qVH4L26CLUFfQvCQw8rk&dib_tag=se&keywords=enlightenment&qid=1735989445&sprefix=enlightenment%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-35&ufe=app_do%3Aamzn1.fos.95fd378e-6299-4723-b1f1-3952ffba15af&xpid=xeOMzI8CLrqfU&asin=B002RI9X2E&revisionId=892097f2&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dream-Enlightenment-Rise-Modern-Philosophy-ebook/dp/B01EIVT8OK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1CTVQMX0M3WBH&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DWIAW2d9ySAV2Si_8wkxFE8z4lndLfyh_1IUMp1L6cawzhEVeh4Fx9Z4CkyPj8U99A6_wIPFsghdUp-PWVFP_Kf0NcmR8IU0ot5ytK9E7nBh78Rq1JEOhoDiK2uW89W5rxMN9U9yz6XqPbTV62c2zQN2U7x21JJ8zXAskMlyr-mNeJN6ezZJemUxJBqSX4Cq.DxoFFkAL_ogAW__8yTu6MuijlsRRNrMekCNQ12Xgqb4&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+dream+of+enlightenment&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1735989349&sprefix=the+dream+of+enlightenment%2Caps%2C129&sr=8-1&asin=B01EIVT8OK&revisionId=46d67db8&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Radical-Enlightenment-Philosophy-Modernity-1650-1750/dp/0199254567/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YTY4CQ8EJ15T&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.IT_b68rHRwDj3PPcNudsn6H6HztITbyGWLzexTolkZTIZ0B-FQ0rVYMWuBzh4EA8Cl3K_M0LPvZLl3fpHkh1E9e6WP8l6_arV9p9NkXg5qBwyDH34s42ayv5Y1Jt_UaW20E4yzmhYAt74QyIfu4UHM1rlv0aBEUjgjVERa4B72wBWYounrjHtS5ecJN7qLqUmWZXg56g_fExOHN7PgjT8QZ8C5tlh0uqk_cvgnCFuP4.pmv5BoE2mmakuH-2l53NNg_FwsxNjk2rcA2POv19Hrk&dib_tag=se&keywords=radical+enlightenment&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1735989293&sprefix=radical+enlightenment%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1&ufe=app_do%3Aamzn1.fos.95fd378e-6299-4723-b1f1-3952ffba15af&asin=0199254567&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Collective-Wisdom-West-shadows-Enlightenment-ebook/dp/B0BR18STZM/ref=sr_1_6?crid=2O166V4EAK2Q5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SzJXJR0qpYMmXxUvgMCOHzZGc7m_BHtJ7RPq02N8VM4Y7USUVB6Ma620BrOElm_xTFm6sU9RRGb4lCzxloB9PxKlF250SEfkyOdQkfgSomE6yDamFPn1L-flMyFuGfkdS7RH1bjay92gU9wxSKRQkqWGSvV7VAc2j-Zp1-JWrVEe39q0ZLrYIJHF3dj-VGpb0FbaubdhI7W94STxgWXJ2Y1zk8UvGZlZ0LmZFFJiA6M.75l3wyqJinImu4MkiFrUJHuq8qjF9_Yvv63WEKarSDY&dib_tag=se&keywords=collective+wisdom&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1735989755&sprefix=collective+wisdom%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-6&asin=B0BR18STZM&revisionId=a9aef6b9&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dawn-Everything-New-History-Humanity-ebook/dp/B08WCL3V7Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21X0TPHAELZTU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.P-6gny_lCQqnsJeBLWyGQsCxFW0PdhVSGbOdHS3Qp8-gokPVKUuEwNH2qfC6OqmWcniwz-R1B9dx3VMX_iU_nzm9JSfu6l8nX3Ws9itlpXw.GgRM85EBNdwCbapDKmNvLTiFAFAiIbPvztuFItm8sIA&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+dawn+of+everything&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1735989802&sprefix=the+dawn+%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1&asin=B08WCL3V7Q&revisionId=d91b0f4e&format=1&depth=1

Thank you for your
attendance. See you
next month.

Wednesday
19th February 2025
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