
Spheres of Influence 
Eurasia in the late Thirteenth Century 

Political Structure and Governance 

Yuan Dynasty China: 
• Political Structure: The Yuan Dynasty, established by the Mongols under Kublai Khan in 

1271, combined Mongol and traditional Chinese bureaucratic elements. The Yuan rulers 
adopted Chinese titles and administrative practices but maintained a hierarchical system 
with Mongols at the top. 

• Governance: The government was centralized, with a strong emphasis on the authority of the 
Emperor. Chinese officials were employed but had limited power compared to Mongol 
administrators. The administration was divided into provinces, each overseen by a governor.  

Mongol Empire: 
• Political Structure: A vast and decentralized empire divided into several khanates (Golden 

Horde, Ilkhanate, Chagatai Khanate, and Yuan Dynasty in China). Each khanate operated 
semi-independently but was united under the Great Khan's nominal authority. 

• Governance: The Mongol Empire was characterized by a meritocratic system where loyalty 
and competence were rewarded. Governance was pragmatic, with local customs and 
administrative practices often retained to ensure stability. 

Delhi Sultanate: 
• Political Structure: The Delhi Sultanate was a Muslim kingdom established by Turkic rulers 

in Northern India. It featured a centralized monarchy with the Sultan at the top, supported by 
a network of loyal military commanders and administrators. 

• Governance: The Sultan wielded significant power, but regional governors (amirs) had 
substantial autonomy. The administration was a blend of Islamic principles and local Indian 
traditions, which helped integrate the diverse population. 

Western Europe: 
• Political Structure: Fragmented into numerous feudal kingdoms and principalities, each 

ruled by a monarch or noble. The Holy Roman Empire was a complex political entity with 
semi-autonomous territories. 

• Governance: Feudalism was the dominant system, with lords controlling land and offering 
protection in exchange for service. The Church played a significant role in governance, 
influencing both political and social life. 

Islamic World (excluding Delhi Sultanate): 
• Political Structure: Fragmented into various caliphates, sultanates, and emirates, such as 

the Mamluk Sultanate in Egypt and the remnants of the Abbasid Caliphate.  

• Governance: Islamic law (Sharia) was a unifying element across different regions, with 
religious leaders (ulama) playing a significant role in administration. Political power often lay 
with military leaders who controlled key regions. 



Stability and Peacefulness 

Yuan Dynasty China: 
• Stability: Initially unstable due to Mongol conquests and resistance from the local 

population. Over time, the Yuan Dynasty brought relative stability, although internal conflicts 
and corruption persisted. 

• Peacefulness: The Mongol rulers enforced strict laws, which reduced internal strife but their 
rule was often harsh and resented by the Chinese populace. 

Mongol Empire: 
• Stability: Remarkable stability across the vast empire due to effective military control and 

administration. However, succession struggles and regional rebellions were common.  

• Peacefulness: The Pax Mongolica (Mongol Peace) facilitated trade and communication 
across Eurasia, although the initial conquests were brutal and destructive. 

Delhi Sultanate: 
• Stability: The Delhi Sultanate faced constant threats from rival kingdoms, internal rebellions, 

and Mongol invasions. Stability varied depending on the strength of the Sultan.  

• Peacefulness: Frequent conflicts and power struggles made peaceful periods relatively 
short. However, strong sultans managed to maintain internal order. 

Western Europe: 
• Stability: Political fragmentation and feudal conflicts created a relatively unstable 

environment. Stability varied significantly between regions. 

• Peacefulness: The late thirteenth century saw ongoing conflicts, including the Crusades and 
internal feudal wars. The Church often mediated disputes, but peace was elusive. 

Islamic World: 
• Stability: Fragmented political structures led to varying degrees of stability. Regions like the 

Mamluk Sultanate maintained relative stability, while others faced invasions and internal 
conflicts. 

• Peacefulness: Internal strife and external threats, including the Mongol invasions, disrupted 
peaceful conditions. However, some regions enjoyed periods of stability under strong rulers. 

  



Economic Structure and Wealth 

Yuan Dynasty China: 
• Economic Structure: The Yuan Dynasty's economy was heavily based on agriculture, trade, 

and handicrafts. The Grand Canal facilitated internal trade, while the Silk Road and maritime 
routes connected China to global markets. 

• Wealth: China was one of the wealthiest regions in the world, with thriving cities, advanced 
technology, and extensive trade networks. 

Mongol Empire: 
• Economic Structure: The Mongol Empire facilitated extensive trade across Eurasia, linking 

the East and West. The economy was diverse, including pastoralism, agriculture, and trade. 

• Wealth: Wealth was unevenly distributed, with trade hubs and conquered cities prospering. 
The empire benefited from tributes and taxes from subjugated regions. 

Delhi Sultanate: 
• Economic Structure: The economy was based on agriculture, trade, and urban industries. 

The sultans promoted trade by building infrastructure and reducing banditry. 

• Wealth: The Delhi Sultanate was wealthy, with a prosperous agrarian base and bustling trade 
routes connecting it to the Islamic world and beyond. 

Western Europe: 
• Economic Structure: Predominantly agrarian with emerging trade networks and growing 

towns. Feudal obligations shaped economic activities, with manorial estates being the 
primary economic units. 

• Wealth: Wealth was concentrated in the hands of the nobility and the Church. Towns and 
trade routes began to flourish, leading to the rise of a merchant class. 

Islamic World: 
• Economic Structure: Diverse economies with agriculture, trade, and crafts playing 

significant roles. Key trade routes connected the Islamic world to Africa, Europe, and Asia. 

• Wealth: The Islamic world was economically vibrant, with wealthy cities like Cairo, Baghdad, 
and Damascus. Trade and intellectual pursuits flourished under relatively stable conditions. 

  



Religious Practice and Philosophy 

Yuan Dynasty China: 
• Religious Practice: Buddhism, Daoism, and Confucianism were the main religions. The Yuan 

rulers practiced religious tolerance, incorporating Islamic, Christian, and Buddhist elements. 

• Philosophy: Confucianism remained influential, especially in governance and education, 
despite the Mongol preference for Buddhism and Daoism. 

Mongol Empire: 
• Religious Practice: The Mongols practiced religious tolerance, allowing various religions to 

flourish within their empire, including Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and traditional Mongol 
shamanism. 

• Philosophy: Pragmatism and meritocracy were key elements of Mongol governance. They 
adopted useful administrative practices and technologies from conquered peoples.  

Delhi Sultanate: 
• Religious Practice: Islam was the state religion, but the sultans practiced a degree of 

tolerance towards Hinduism and other local religions. Sufi mysticism played a significant role 
in spreading Islam. 

• Philosophy: Islamic principles guided governance, but local customs and Hindu traditions 
influenced daily life and culture. 

Western Europe: 
• Religious Practice: Roman Catholicism was the dominant religion, influencing every aspect 

of life. The Church held significant power and was involved in politics, education, and social 
services. 

• Philosophy: Scholasticism, which sought to reconcile faith and reason, dominated 
intellectual life. The period saw the growth of universities and the influence of figures like 
Thomas Aquinas. 

Islamic World: 
• Religious Practice: Islam was the unifying religion, with regional variations in practice. Sunni 

Islam was predominant, but Shi'a communities also existed. 

• Philosophy: Islamic philosophy and science thrived, with scholars like Ibn Sina (Avicenna) 
and Ibn Rushd (Averroes) contributing to various fields. Sufism added a mystical dimension 
to Islamic practice. 

Conclusion 
In the late thirteenth century, these regions exhibited diverse political structures, varying degrees of 
stability, distinct economic systems, and rich religious and philosophical traditions. Yan China and 
the Mongol Empire showcased the impact of Mongol rule, with the former integrating Chinese 
administration and the latter fostering an interconnected Eurasian trade network. The Delhi 
Sultanate balanced Islamic governance with local traditions, while Western Europe and the Islamic 
world displayed unique blends of religious influence and emerging economic trends. These 
differences shaped their interactions and developments, setting the stage for the complex global 
landscape that followed. 
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