
Rethinking Liberal Democracy:  
Modern Scholars and Their Views  

The Prevailing Model 

Liberal democracy, born out of the Enlightenment, has long been the cornerstone of Western 
governance. It emphasizes individual rights, freedom, and equality under the law. But as we grapple 
with 21st-century challenges, from climate change to social inequality, questions arise: Is the 
current model of liberal democracy sufficient? Can it adapt and evolve? 

Modern Scholars and Their Criticisms 

1. Fareed Zakaria: Zakaria warns of "illiberal democracies," where democratic elections occur, 
but individual liberties are not respected. His work suggests that the classical model needs 
recalibrating to ensure both the democratic process and the preservation of liberties. 

2. Yuval Noah Harari: The historian and author argue that liberal democracy could be ill-
equipped to handle technological advancements like AI and biotechnology, pressing the 
need for a new societal contract. 

3. Dani Rodrik: An economist who critiques globalization, Rodrik argues that national 
democracies are being undermined by global economic forces, thereby questioning the 
capacity of the liberal democratic model to adapt. 

Why Rethink Now? 

1. Complex Systems: Our increased understanding of complex systems and human nature 
challenges the simplistic assumptions of traditional liberal democracy, like rational self-
interest. 

2. Technological Advances: With AI and data analytics affecting how information is 
disseminated and decisions are made, there’s a need for democratic systems to evolve. 

3. Global Challenges: Issues such as economic inequality, environmental degredation, and 
pandemics are global in scope and require cooperative, multi-national responses that 
current systems struggle to facilitate. 

Future Directions 

Some proposed reforms include: 

1. Deliberative Democracy: A move toward more discussion-based decision-making processes, 
as opposed to purely representational systems. 

2. Digital Democracy: Leveraging technology for better citizen engagement and more direct 
forms of participation. 

3. Global Governance: Scholars like David Held advocate for a more interconnected global 
governance system that can tackle transnational issues effectively. 

Conclusion 

While liberal democracy has brought unparalleled freedoms and benefits, modern scholars argue 
that it must evolve in light of new knowledge and global challenges. Whether through minor 
adjustments or a more fundamental overhaul, rethinking this governance model seems not just 
timely but essential. 
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