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Module 3: 
The Geography of Thought



CHECKING IN

• In November, we talked about the 
significance of “stories”, and the perils of 
perception.

• In December, we showed a movie about 
how hydrogen gas transformed itself into 
everything in the universe.

• Now we want to start exploring how we 
got into a position to be able to tell that 
story.

• Question to us all

How can we make our conversations 
more participative and/or engaging?



1997:  YALI’S QUESTION

• “‘Why is it that you white people developed so 
much cargo and brought it to New Guinea, but 
we black people had little cargo of our own?’”

• Led Jared Diamond to an inter-disciplinary 
inquiry into what led to a civilisation ‘s success 
or failure



2003: 

CULTURE 
CHANGES 
HOW WE 
THINK ABOUT 
THINKING



2020:  WE ARE 
WEIRD
•Western
• Educated
• Industrialised
• Rich
• Democratic

How people in the West became highly 
individualistic, nonconformist, analytical 
and control-oriented.



NOTES ABOUT 
THE VIDEO

• Strongly influenced by Richard Nisbett’s work

• Based on statistically significant research
• Social science – not science

• Generalisations hold for populations, but individuals vary.

• South-Korean-made video
• More slowly paced than previous videos we have watched.

• Sub-titles are autogenerated from speech
• When the language is not English, the captions are total 

rubbish.



VIDEO OF EASTERN VS WESTERN THOUGHT



SUMMARY
Westerners

• Focus on objects

• Tend to use more nouns
• Categorise by shape

• Words for objects are independent 
of situation

• Look out at the world through the 
eyes of an individual

• Concepts formed by Greek 
Philosophers

Asians
• Focus on relationships

• Tend to use more verbs
• Categorise by substance

• Words for the same object vary 
depending on situation

• Perceive the world from outside the 
individual, and include the individual 
in the context

• Concepts formed by Asian 
Philosophers



DISCUSSION

• Take a few minutes to unpack what you 
have heard with your table colleagues.

• Use the sheets provided

• Consider respective strengths and 
weaknesses in terms of ‘making 
sense of the world’

• Respect other people’s views



REFRESHMENT 
BREAK



HOW DOES THIS AFFECT RELIGIONS?

• Take a few minutes to share your 
thoughts with your table colleagues.

• What points seemed as if they 
would influence religious traditions?

• Have you personally had to confront 
East/West differences?











QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

• What can we learn from understanding 
different World Views or Perspectives? 
(Remember Michael Patrick Lynch’s 
talk in Module 1)

• How does relating a religion to the 
culture from which it emerged help or 
hinder us in making sense of the world?



See you 
next month

Wednesday 1st and 15th
February

Before then – something to think 
about.

What periods in the development 
of Christianity (if any) are you 
interested in discussing or learning 
more about?


